100                     OKE  MAX'S  INDIA
hundred and fifty million people in India
who would better appreciate a summary
and capricious administration of justice,
so that it were not wholly impersonal, than
the elaborate and orderly system of justice
which we have established. Let me give
you a case in point. In a certain large
Native State in Southern India there was
a village which for some generations had
paid a tax imposed on no other. There
came the day of financial and other
reforms in that State, and it was dis-
covered that this impost had been placed
on the village because at some date
towards the end of the eighteenth century
a nobleman of the Court had there been
thrown from his horse, which the villagers
had not been successful in catching. Now
the point is, that these villagers had gone
on paying the special tax for several
generations without ever putting up a
petition against it, simply because it was
thoroughly intelligible to them as, first,
the arbitrary act of a ruler, and as, second,
a thing quite definitely related to an